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Friends of Van Cortlandt Park 
Van Cortlandt Park, located in the northwest section of the Bronx, is New York City's third largest park 
encompassing 1,146 square acres of land.  The Park contains 800 acres of natural forest and woodlands, a 17 acre 
freshwater lake, and is the site of the historic Van Cortlandt House Museum, the oldest house in the Bronx.  Annual 
usership is approximated at 2.5 million visitors, who are drawn to the natural areas along with the recreational 
facilities, i.e., two golf courses, an equestrian riding facility, an internationally famous cross-country running course, 
and additional facilities which host sports such as cricket, gaelic football, soccer, lacrosse, baseball and softball.   
 

Mission Statement:   The Friends of Van Cortlandt Park (FVCP), an independent community based organization,  
   actively promotes the conservation and improvement of Van Cortlandt Park through  
   environmental education and restoration and enhancement of the Park, its forests and  
   trails.   
 

Established:       Founded in 1992-Obtained 501(c)3 in 1996 
 

FY 16 Income:  $263,198 
 

Leadership:  Christopher Rizzo, Chair 
    Teresa Grant Stoeth, Vice Chair 

Christina Taylor, Executive Director 
 

Programs/Activities: Teens Outdoors for a Green Summer Internships (Trails Crew & Garden 2 Market) 
School Year Environmental Internship 
Van Cortlandt Adventures School Programs 
Volunteer Programs: Forest, Trail, Wetland and Garden Restoration Projects 
Environmental Explorations! Teacher Workshop Series 
Community Programs 
Publications, Newsletter and Website 

 

Participants Served:  6,564 participants in FY16 
 

FY15 Funders: Clif Bar Family Foundation , CME Group Community Foundation , ConEdison,   
   Councilman Andrew Cohen, Environmental Protection Agency Environmental Justice  
   Grant, Hagedorn Fund, Jewish Communal Fund, Jockey Hollow Foundation, National Fish  
   & Wildlife Foundation Five Star & Urban Waters Restoration Program, Laura J. Niles  
   Foundation, Lucius N. Littauer Foundation, Morris & Alma Schapiro Fund , NYC Civic  
   Corp., New Yankee Stadium Development Fund, Norcross Wildlife Foundation, NYC Parks 
   Equity Fund, Patagonia, Pinkerton Foundation , Dr. Robert C. and Tina Sohn Foundation,  
   Urban Forestry Organization and Watershed Agricultural Council.  
 

Contact Info:  Friends of Van Cortlandt Park  
80 Van Cortlandt Park South Ste. E1 
Bronx, New York 10463 
Telephone: (718) 601-1460; Facsimile: (718) 601-1574 

   www.vancortlandt.org 
   www.facebook.com/friendsofvcp 
   www.twitter.com/friendsofvcp 
   www.instagram.com/friendsofvcp 
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Who Are the Friends? 
 

 
 
FVCP Today.  FVCP serves three roles in the park.  They include (1) advocacy for park funding 
and protection; (2) organization of educational programs for students; and (3) supplemental 
maintenance of trails and natural areas.   Over the next several years, in addition to our usual 
programming, FVCP will be dedicated to complete implementation of projects in the 2034 Van 
Cortlandt Park Master Plan, which will guide the City's restoration of Van Cortlandt Park's natural 
beauty and provide solutions for the needs of all neighboring communities.  In the Master Plan are 
two signature initiatives for FVCP, (1) The completion of our 2009 Trails Plan, which was drafted 
by the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference; and (2) The continued implementation of our 
newest initiative: "Wetland Stewardship for a Healthier Bronx," which will improve the health of 
the existing wetlands and highlight the need to daylight Tibbetts Brook both inside and south of 
the Park. 
  
25th Anniversary in 2017.  The Friends of Van Cortlandt Park was founded in 1992 by a committed 
Bronx resident in response to a New York Times article describing the impacts of declining NYC 
Department of Parks & Recreation budgets on parks like Van Cortlandt that lacked wealthy 
benefactors or an organized network of local support. She brought together neighbors and friends, 
and from a small beginning, FVCP has grown to play an increasing role in maintenance of natural 
areas and community programming for Van Cortlandt Park. Each year FVCP generates thousands 
of hours of volunteer support for forest and trail maintenance, trains thousands of young people in 
environmental stewardship, and offers community programs to promote fitness and environmental 
action. From an initial project involving a small group of students who helped pick up litter and 
clear brush, FVCP now provides a wide variety of educational, stewardship and community benefit 
programs.  
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Programs & Accomplishments 
 

The Friends of Van Cortlandt Park offer the following programs: 

¶ School Year Environmental Internship Program 

¶ Teens Outdoors for a Green Summer  
o Trails Crew   
o Garden 2 Market Internship 

¶ Van Cortlandt Adventures School Programs 

¶ Volunteer Programs:  Forest, Trail, Wetland and Garden 
Restoration Projects  

¶ Environmental Explorations! Teacher Workshop Series 

¶ Tibbetts Brook Water Quality Monitoring 

¶ Community Programs 

¶ Publications, Newsletter and Website 
 

 
 
 
In FY16, the Friends of Van Cortlandt Park accomplished the following: 
 

Å Served 6,564 children and adults through our 
various programs; 
 
Å Worked with 1,661 volunteers on garden, 
forest, wetland, and trail restoration projects; 
 
Å Reached 2,368 students through our Van 
Cortlandt Adventures educational programs; 
 
Å Hired 12 interns for a Summer Teen Trail Crew 
internship who cleared overgrowth, installed 
drainage swales, and completed several other trail 
restoration projects over seven week; 
 

Å Hired 4 interns for Youth Run Farm Stands 
which provided fresh local grown produce to 
the local communities at two locations; 
 
Å Began conducting weekly water quality 
monitoring of Tibbetts Brook and Van 
Cortlandt Lake; and, 
 
Å Developed a Coalition for 
DaylightingTibbetts Brook with over a dozen 
organizations and elected officials signing on. 
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FY 16 Financials  
 

Net Assets 
As of June 30, 2016: $46,513 

 
Income 

Total Income for FY16: $264,102 

 

 
 

 
Functional Expenses 

Total Expenses for FY16: $318,250 
 

70.3

11.9

17.8

Program Services

Management & General

Fundraising
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FY 16 Supporters 
A. H. Consumers Society 
Valerie Adelman 
Airbnb, Inc. 
Marcia & Franz Allina 
Amalgamated Housing Corporation 
Amazon Smile 
Edward Ames & Jane Sokolow 
AMPark Neighborhood School 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Angelo 
Anonymous (6) 
Karen Argenti 
Karen Armstrong 
Henry, Diana & Robert Asher 
Avenues New York 
Richard & Sue Baldwin 
Steven Balicer & Janice Page 
Hilary Baum 
Elizabeth & David Beim 
Frances Beinecke Elston 
Robert Bender & Loretta Nash 
Gustav Bensen 
David & Robbie Bent 
Zachary Bernstein 
Nerina Bertagna 
Robert Bertagna 
Thomas Bird 
Joseph Bohm 
Bon Secours Health System 
Stuart Boynton 
Bronx Arts Ensemble 
Dr. Roscoe C. Brown Jr. 
Mario Bulfamante 
Dennis Burns 
Deepak Butani 
Stephen Byrns 
Louise Callahan 
Paula Luria & Bill Caplan 
Edward Carey 
John Carey 
Tom Carey 
Irene Cassetta 
CDD Strategies, LLC 
David Chen 
Christopher Chesney 
Robert Chiulli 
Joseph Clarke 
Clif Bar Family Foundation 
NYC Councilman Andrew Cohen 
ConEdison 
Kevin Connolly 
Elizabeth Cooke Levy & Reynold Levy 
Suzanne Corber 
Country Bank 
Cox & John Robinson 
Ariel Cruz 
Fred Daly 
Mayer Danzig 
John & Fath Deveaux 
Beatrice deVegvar & Anthony Martinez 
Joseph Dibenedetto 
Lucretia Djivre 
Dr. Robert C. and Tina Sohn Foundation 
Morris Dubin- In Honor of Charlene Dubin 
Marilyn Eccles 
Jacqueline Elias & Ethan Strell 
Environmental Protection Agency Environmental 
Justice Small Grants Program 
Charlotte Fahn 
Robert Fanuzzi 
Fieldston Property Owners 
Glenn Fleischman 
Daniel Fleming 
Irene Fleming 
Malinda Foy 
Stephen Franciosa 
Audrey Frey 
Rosemarie Friedhoff 
Neil Furman 

Jorge Gautreau 
David Gellman 
Edward Golle 
Victoria Gorski 
Larry Gould 
Bonnie Grant 
Kate & Dough Green 
Betty Greenfield 
Geoffrey & Sarah Gund 
Margot Guralnick 
Judith Gurland 
Sarah Haecht 
Hagedorn Fund 
Laura Hansen 
Hebrew Home at Riverdale by RiverSpring Health 
Lambert Heenan & Geraldine McCleave 
Jack Henning 
Herman Liebman Memorial Fund 
Teresa Hervada 
Clay Hiles 
Linda Hirlehey 
Julia Hodgson 
Leslie Hogan 
Joan Holman 
Jewish Communal Fund 
Jil's Group Family Daycare  
Jockey Hollow Foundation 
Stephen Kaplan 
Kyle Kimball 
Kingsbridge Associates LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Jody Klein 
Giti Koenig & Bob Egan 
Peter Kohlmann 
Benjamin Kramer 
Jerald Kreppel 
Marcia Kucher 
John & Joan Kuzniar 
Langan 
Ronald Laskorksi & Eileen O'Beirne 
Laura J. Niles Foundation 
Lehman College 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Lehmann-Haupt 
Holly Leicht &  Adam Weinstein 
Lemle & Wolff Inc. 
I.C. Levenberg-Engel 
LGS Specialty Sales 
Lloyd's Carrot Cake 
Linda Luca 
Lucius N. Littauer Foundation 
Tami Luhby 
Carol MacKinnon Fox 
Samantha Magistro 
Manhattan College 
Douglas Marron 
Ulla-Britta McCarthy 
John McGrath 
Charles McKinney 
Karen Meara 
Seth Meyer 
Roger & Barbara Michaels 
Montefiore Hospital 
Morris & Alma Schapiro Fund 
Patrick Moschitto 
Alex Mustelier 
Mutual of America Foundation 
National Fish & Wildllife Foundation Five Star and 
Urban Waters Restoration Grant Program 
Network for Peace through Dialogue 
New Yankee Stadium Development Fund 
NewYork-Presbyterian/The Allen Hospital 
Felicity Nitz 
Frank & Zoila Noguerole  
David Nussenbaum 
Jim and Margaret O'Connell 
Lyla Olsha 
Louis Pappas 
Park Reservoir Housing Corp. 
Arthur Perlman 
Karen Pesce 

PIMCO 
Sarah Pollack 
Eve Proper 
PS 59, 78, 146, 382, 531 
Robert Reich 
Ridgewood Savings Bank 
Riverdale Family Practice 
Riverdale Press 
Riverdale Stables 
Christopher Rizzo 
Kathleen Rizzo 
Vincent & Diane Rizzo 
Craig & Andrea Robins 
Bob Rooney 
Paul Rosenberg 
Suzanne Rosenfeld & Henry Pollack 
Loretta Ryan 
Annette Sambolin 
Carol Samol 
Sarita Santiago 
Allison Schaefer 
Jon Schapiro & Emily Ross 
Wendy & John Schmidt 
Hermann & Diane Schubert 
Lynn Schwarz 
Eric Seiff 
Joan Shapiro 
JJ Sholder Blasco 
Gloria Silverman 
Steven Silverstein & Cathy Raduns 
Skyview Wine & Spirits 
Zachary Smith 
Barry Soicher 
Mike & Peggy Sormani 
Mark Sotsky 
Laura Spalter 
Doris Spencer 
St. Patrick's Home 
Peter Stand & Susan Walker 
David Steinberger & Dara Caponigro 
Mark Stern 
Kathryn Stoeth 
Teresa Grant & Robert Stoeth 
Paul Stoopack 
Ethan Strell 
Dennis Sughrue 
Brian Sullivan 
N.F. Taussig 
Tony Thoman 
Tupper Thomas 
Jeff Trigilio 
Sophie Turner- in memory of Lorance Hockert 
Betsy Ukeritis 
Urban Forestry Organization 
Van Cortlandt Track Club 
VHB Engineering 
Judith Wallace 
Watershed Agricultural Council 
Linda Weiner 
Robin & Ted Weinstein 
Elizabeth Wesely 
Dart Westphal & Ellen Pollan 
Woodlawn Conservancy 
Worcester State University 
Chrissy Word 
Edward Yaker 
YM-YWHA of the Bronx 
Barbara Zahm 
Special Thank You for Inkind Support: 
Bronx Tourism Council 
Lloydõs Carrot Cake 
Manhattan College 
NYC Department of Parks & Recreation 
Riverdale Neighborhood House  
Summer Youth Employment Program 
Skyview Wine & Spirits 
Special Thank You for Photos including some in this report: 
Nilka Martell 
Stan McCleave 
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Friends of Van Cortlandt Park 
Board of Directors 

 
Chair  
Christopher Rizzo, Partner at Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP  
 
Vice Chair  
Teresa M. Grant Stoeth, Attorney at Law- sole practitioner  
 
Treasurer  
Deepak Butani, Vice President of Finance for International House  
 
Secretary  
Tom Carey, Carey Group  
 
Members of the Board  
Marcia Allina, Civic Leader  
Hilary Baum, Founder of Public Market Partners  
Paula Luria Caplan, Founder of PLC Urban Planning and Policy  
Irene Fleming, Community Resident  
Peter Kohlmann, President at Peko Creative  
Felicity Nitz, Founding President, Civic Leader  
Carol Samol, Strategic Planner and Community Resident  
Wendy Schmidt, Principal at Deloitte Financial Advisory Services LLP  
Eric A. Seiff, Counsel at Storch, Amini & Munves PC  
Doris Spencer, Education Director at Amalgamated & Park Reservoir Housing Cooperatives  
 
Ex-Officio  
Hon. Andrew Cohen, NYC Councilman  
Hon. Ruben Diaz, Jr., Bronx Borough President  
Hon. Jeffrey Dinowitz, NYS Assemblyman  
Hon. Eliot Engel, Congressman  
Hon. Jeffrey Klein, NYS Senator  
 
Advisory Council  
Frances Beinecke, Natural Resources Defense Council (retired)  
Dennis Burns, Van Cortlandt Track Club Elizabeth Cooke-Levy, Parks Advocate  
Jon Deveaux, Elementary School Teacher  
Margot Guralnick, Travel and Leisure Family Magazine  
Holly Leicht, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development  
Susan Morgenthau, Community Activist  
Carol Robles-Roman, President & CEO of Legal Momentum Jane E.S. Sokolow, LMNOP Consulting  
Dart Westphal, Bronx Council for Environmental Quality  
 
Staff  
Christina Taylor, Executive Director  
Sara Kempton, Director of Programs  
John Butler, Ecological Project Manager  
Alex Byrne, Environmental Educator 
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